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The Dedication of
the Lateran Basilica
Sunday

Ordinary Time
Year C

Our parish seeks to build and maintain our family through
the sharing of the Good News to all people, in order to

leave our world more beautiful and faith filled than when
we inherited it.
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& &

2 5 ‘4'3: Kenny Reising
¢The need for assistance at St Vigp ntBﬁﬁ‘gh%;agO%u
LYmonths. They are in need of Range ] nog\ﬁkB :
zin package or cans. Grocery gifte qugdfi/iEre‘:)Sa
Syou, any help wil!/l be greatly a (i\/IladonnaMatcHemLee

Marilyn Baldwin
Shirley Bunch

S

L | e L
€5 Kb & &) & B &

NPAPPLLLL PP LS LLS LSS LS LSS LSS LS SSS
DIOCESAN SEXUAL ABUSE POLICY
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Sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable person is a crime in
both State and Church law. Both the State and Church want to
WOMEN’S MINISTRY help anyone who has been or is being abused. Contact the MEN’S MINISTRY
State authorities and phone the bishop and/or the Review
Meetings will be held after BQ%rd bat 270-6;33};15845 to Hzlakﬁ a rflport- No 101%613 has ﬁollive Meetings will be held on
M n the fourth Sun with abuse, and the State and church are available to help ;
Ofellslse ?‘non‘fh. ourth Sunday individuals and families find help and healing. The Diocesan $§Iﬁlﬁrd Saturday of each
Pl eas e d ﬁ(ﬂiﬁ on Sgc | apuse is available on the rack outside the ) _ _
arish officE, off the table in the church's narthex, or from the Pl ease i
Catholic Pastoral Center.
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Weekly Schedule: Tuesday, Nov 11, Reconciliation at 3:00 p.m. and Mass 4:00 p.m.

Help Needed at St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry: The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is looking for someone to help at the Food
Pantry on Wednesdays. This would involve getting food bags ready for those who come for help and making sure the shelves are in
order. If you are looking for something to do for a few hours on Wednesdays, this is for you. The Food Pantry is located at 2001
Cairo Road, Paducah and is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday each week from 10 am to 1 pm. Call Diane Stoverink at 314-
591-1717 or Suzanne Warren at 270-210-4748.

REQUEST FOR HELP

ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE: We are in desperate need of volunteers to be of service to the church. We need a few volunteers
that can help Charles Davis with some maintenance tasks for our church.

Fl owers foar&€hbéishgnasrdered now.o hled s edlrecohrmitcebr f ar

Now Hiring: Music Minister at Rosary CH
Do you Il ove music and have a heart for ministry? Ros@alTy e@
more or apply, contact the parish office.

Buy One Plot, Get Second Plot 50% Off

Announcing Mt Carmel Cemetery’s limited time Buy One Plot, Get Second Plot 50% Off offer. This opportunity allows you to secure two plots in our
revered cemetery at a special rate. Now is the best time for you to take care of your arrangements. This promotion won'’t last forever, so secure your legacy
by December 31, 2025. OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2025. 270-331-1006 | 4149 Old Mayfield Road, Paducah, KY  mtcarmelcemeterypaducah.org

FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

Several years ago, when I was working in a rural parish in Nigeria, a parishioner approached me with a question about why we celebrate the dedication of
the Lateran Basilica. Like my former parishioner, many people are confused about this celebration and ask similar questions.

I found this short reflection online by a certain Fr. Michael, which explains the significance of this celebration. So, why celebrate the dedication of a
church in faraway Rome, one may ask? Fr. Michael said, “It is to remind us of the importance of the church building as a sacred space set apart for per-
sonal and collective encounter with God.”

Historically, he continues, the Basilica of St. John Lateran is the oldest church in Rome and the highest-ranking church in the world. (Contrary to what

many people think, St. Peter’s Basilica is not the pope’s cathedral. This misunderstanding is understandable due to the popularity and importance of St.
Peter’s Basilica. The cathedral of the Bishop of Rome is St. John Lateran. This cathedral was dedicated on November 9, 324, by Pope St. Sylvester.) As
such, it is the mother of all churches.

When we celebrate its dedication to God, therefore, we celebrate the mystery of God’s special presence and indwelling in buildings set apart for divine
worship, including our own parish churches.

We know that God is everywhere. Yet, when the people of God erect a building and dedicate it totally to God’s service, God’s glory comes to dwell in that
building in such a way that it can truly be called the house of God. So, while we celebrate God’s special indwelling in a temple, we must remind ourselves
that God’s presence is not confined to the temple. God is still everywhere, but shows His glory in a special way in certain persons, places, and things. A
temple or church is one such place.

In earlier days, a temple, church, or shrine was revered so deeply that it seemed God dwelt exclusively in such places. People went to church, participated
in the service, received Communion, and went home without knowing who was sitting beside them. Prayer was seen as a very private matter, and the man
or woman sitting next to you was often regarded as a distraction to one’s intimate communion with God. Worshippers forgot that we are brothers and
sisters, and that we come to church to worship God as a family.

To help us appreciate this more, the Second Vatican Council introduced some changes in worship, such as the priest facing the people at Mass and wor-
shippers exchanging the sign of peace. However, we must not lose the sense of the church as a sacred place; we need to hold on to those practices that
remind us of God’s presence.

More importantly, as the second reading this weekend reminds us, as members of Christ’s body, we are God’s living temple. Blessings.
(Largely sourced from an online reflection by Fr. Michael.)

JOIN TRE THERE IS STRENGTH

SYPRIVIARY@TEATVIY IN NUMBERS
Our Faith in Action total $15,079.44.

FACILITY MANAGER-

FULL TIME

ST. MARY OFFERS A FULL BENEFITS PACKAGE AND ; =
RETIREMENT PLAN FOR PERMANENT FULL-TIME
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Visit smss.org/about/employment-opportunities
or call 270-442-1681 to learn more.
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